
OFF-BRAND MUSICAL INSTRUMENT ALERT

Duetotheincreasedproductionanddistributionofinstrumentsmanufactured
overseas(primarilyinChinaorIndia)theSouthDakotaBandmastersfoundthe
needtoinformandeducatebeginningbandstudentsandtheirparentsofthe
sub-parconstructionandperformanceofinexpensive,off-brandand/orprivate
labelbandinstruments.Hopefully,withtheaidofthisletter,banddirectorscan
preventparentsfrommakinganunwiseinvestmentfortheirbeginningband
student.

QualityHorns
TheSDBandmastersorganizationstronglyencouragesthepurchaseof

student-lineinstrumentsatreputableorlocalmusicstores.Reputablemusic
storescontinuetodealqualityinstrumentsandwillstandbehindtheirproducts
withwarranties.Repairsonqualityinstrumentsaredoneeasilyatlocalor
reputablemusicstoresandmanytimesfallunderthewarrantyprovidedwhena
newinstrumentisbought.

Off-BrandInstruments
The“off-brand”instrumentsaremostcommonlyfoundat“box”ordiscount

stores,variousinternetwebsitesorinternetauctions.Insomeinstances,the
instrumentshaveafaultydesignorareconstructedwithsub-standardmaterials.
Theseinstrumentsmanytimescomewithlittleornowarrantyandfrequently
can’tbereturnedbecausethecompanyorpartythattheinstrumentwasbought
fromnolongerexists.Repairsonsomeimportedinstrumentscan’t(andwon’t)
bedonebecauseofthefaultydesignorsub-standardmaterialsthattheyare
madefromandreplacementpartsfortheseinstrumentsdon’texist.

TheSDBandmasterswanttomakeplayingamusicalinstrumentapositive
experienceforstudentsandasoundinvestmentforparent/guardians.Thereare
2keyingredientstomakingthishappen.First,parentsneedtoconsultwiththeir
localbanddirectorbeforethepurchaseofaninstrumentandsecond,instrument
purchasesshouldbemadeatlocalorreputablemusicstores.Hopefullybydoing
so,theexperiencewillturnintoanenjoyableactivitythatwilllastalifetime.
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